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[| lone of His Majeſty -«Counciifiit W 
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77s Birth and Lale ) ſeems to haue Ber 
9 under the [| pecial Direction of Heaven; an, 


1 4 8 Sacred Truſt, and Tour true Concern to tranſ- 38 [1 
nmiti R eligion, in If s Greateſt Purity, 70. re be a; 


I of Divine Providence, In ſo ſpeedy 2 Remo "a | 1 
a of Him fr n among ſt Your | 


To the Honourable RE 


Col. Samuel Brown, : 74 


* 


Province of 6's Mallachuletts⸗ 
Bap, in New⸗England. 


0 


_ 
OUR peculiar influence in. Hired 
the Reverend Mr. George” Curwin 


into the Work of the Miniſtry in. 
Salem, (' happy in being the Scat 7. 


Heals Tour near view of the Importance of tha 


F ing Generation: as Your Aftidtion for þi _ 
275 does, Tour high Eſteem of His Perſonal 
E and Jour inf ſenſe of the awful Frown. 50 9 


AND fince Tour true Value for fo Great Fe 
oo a Man, has lead Tou to dempind this © 
Y $ 3 which the Publick T7 ie | x: 
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my ſhort Notice, and my. own Sorrows, would WY 
allow me to give of Him; that Jou might Wl 
leave the Memory of  Flis Worth, and Tour 
own Feneration for Him, io admiring Poſte- . 
Ne; ; Duty olliges me thus to ſubmit it to 
the Direction of His Patron. == 

; WHICH I do, with my earneſt Prayers, 
That the Great Shepherd of the Sheep, would 

afford His moſt tender Compaſſions to the Be- 3 
reaved Flock, Jou belong to; lead it in a 
right way: bod beſtow an Accompliſe A Gift - 

of Heaven upon it, that may indeed Succeed i 

Him in His Vertues, aud enjoy a double Por- 
tion of the ſame Good Spirit which reſted upon WF 

Him: make Jou particularly Inſtrumental, 1 

equal to Tour Advantages, in promot? 1g the * | 
Peace, Holineſs, aud Flouriſhing of the Church; [ 

. Enrich Joa, & Tours, with the Fulne(s of the 
leffin 298 of th 2 Goſpel of Peace here, aud with an 1 
' Unperiſhablc Inheritance in theWerld to Come. 


Your 
Honours 


Moſt Humble 
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Nature and Manner 
Of Man's 


Bleſſing G O D. 


PSALM CII. I. a 


within me, Bleſs His Holy Name. 


HE Great Intention of this Pſalm is, 
to Diſpoſe us for the noble Employ- 
ments of the Heavenly World, where 

—_ the Perfected Spirits, (among whom 

our Deceaſed Brother bears a joyful part,) are 

inceſſant and unwearied in their Eternal Ac- 
knowiledgments, their Hallelujahs and Adorations 
co their Almighty Sovereign, the Immenſe Foun- 
rain of cheir Bleſſedneſs. Here therefore the 
Holy Pſalmiſt begins the Melody; and with an: 
elevated Note raiſes his own Devotion, ſummon- 
ing all his Powers to engage herein; and ex- | 
oites the Reaſonable and Religious World to : 
oyn in the Harmony, that there may be one 
conſtant and endleſs Symphony in the Celebra- 
tion of the Praiſes of our Gd. | 
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2 . The Nature & Manner 


and powerſal upon the Devout Ingenuous, to pay 


and the 3 
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* THIS is the Duty and Service which Men 
nd Angels owe to their Exalted Sovereign, a M 
Sacrifce truly grateful and pleaſing to Him, the 
beſt exerciſe of their Powers, and the height of 
their Felicity. pc 


THE Arguments which the Pſalmiſt uſes to 
erfarce this Exhortation, as they abound with 
ſufficient Conſolation, to revive our drooping Wl 
Spirits, ander ender s ſedate 2:10 eaſy under the 1 
moſt weighty Afffctions, that break in upon us 
in a mutable World; fo are they truly ſtrong 


this rea'onable. Homage to their Supream Lord, Wi 
and Gracious Penefactor. "7 


HE argucs from the Gracious Nature of God, Wi 
of His Covenant and prom (cd MY 


1 va 
HAD 


4 25 


Divine Bencncence, to ourſelves in particular, 
and to the Church of God in 5 World: he IF 
argues from the Divine Sov” reignty, Empire and 1 
Dominions over all Viſible and Invif ble Worlds; Ml | 
the Active 8 Pir its that miniſter round His T Throne, 
WO de 1418 Commandment, bearkenire to the 
voice cf His Word ; and all His other Works in 
A e of His Dom nion, which flently ſpeak 

is Prai'c | = 


AMD ) thro” 


are 9 5 i 


Accen 5 t 5 ow ; brick and lvely it 
doe bis Nercs run? while his Song is adorned 
wich to many beautiful Ideas of a GOP, as are © 
nough to lay every Evil SP: rit, and keep « on che 


joytul 


of Man's Bleſing GOD. | 
Woyful Sound, triumphant over the noiſy Diſcords 
2 pf our mournful paſſions: 


n 


pf $7 | ONE would be ready to think, that the Holy 


yen we conſider him in the midſt of a Song of 
raiſe touching the heavier Airs; as tho), like us, 
Ne were under the ſenſible Conviction, (poſſibly 
y the Loſs of his Abſalom, ) that a Man tho' 
12 ever ſo well furniſhed and endowed, and never 
dear to us, yet his days are as Graſs ; as a 
BH ower of the Field, fo he flouriſheth + the wind 
aſſeth over it and it is gone, and the place 
Nereof ſhall know it no more. But what a 
veet Harmony does he compoſe to this? when 
e medirates, that tho God thus chide, yet He 
d, vill not keep His Anger for ever; He deals not 
ed ich us after our Sins, nor rewards us according 
he o our Iniquities; He knows our frame, and pit- 
eth us as a Father pittieth his Children: fo 


he Woes he raiſe himſelf ahove the Melancholy, 
nd retch his pinions and ſoar away to the Ever- - 
ting Mercies, and the Righteouſneſs of God 


9 Childrens Children. 
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80 far ſhould any preſent Afflictions he might 
bour of, be from interrupting his Acknowledg- 
ents to his God, or make him forgetful of His 
Penefits, that even theſe ſhall become a part of 
1ty is Song, and he knows how to Bleſs the Lord 
Inder them. And fol return to my Text: Bleſs 
e Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me, 
les His Holy Name. Where we have, 
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1. A ur Excited to ; Bleſs the Lerd, Bie 
His Holy Name. A high Duty, and alu ays in- 
cumbent bn us in our various Conditions and 
Circumſtances of Life; and to be performed in WW 
2 more ſet and ſolemn manner in times of re- 
markable Proſperity or Adverſity; as will eaſihy B 
be ſeen when in its proper place we conſider the 
nature of this Duty. 9 = 
2. THE manner of our performing this Duty 
is directed, viz. with our Souls, and all that i with- 
in us. So the Pſalmiſt callsupon himſelt, and 
repeats the Summons again and again, and ſo 
ſhould we: and we need to Chaſtize ourſelves for Wi 
our ſloth and negligence, in not returning to 
the Lord anſwerable to the Benefits received 
from Him, and our want of a ſuitable Deport- 
ment when under His Afflicting Hand. 4 


. THE N by whith the Duty is . enfor- 
cel! *Tis our Lord whom we are to Bleſs; and His 
Name, which is Great and worthy to be. Praiſed; = 
is Holy, and to be ne 1 and Adored with 
Sincerity and Humility Soul. His Name; 
that is God conſidered in Himſelf, and the tran- . 
 feendent Excellencies of His Nature: His Name; 
God conſidered as manifeſting Himfelf to us in 
His Works of Mercy or of Judgment- So are 
we to Sing of Mercy and of. udgment. Bleſs ll 
the Lord; O my. Soul, and all chat is within me, pe 
Bleſs His Holy. Name. £9; 
IN the further Proſecution 5 ds weder * 
all by Divine Aſſiſtance, endeavour theſe Three, 
[ & things; vi: 1. 0 
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ef Man's Bleſing 60 P. 5 


4 1. TO ſhew what is meant by Blefling the 
- ame of the Lord, which will open to us the I 


+0 I & 
IE , 


e ture of this Duty, and let us ſee what "tis to 


* 


ily 4 = {s God. 
nun- 1 ſhall mention ſome Reaſon why we 

ESould Bleſs the Lord; which will ſhew us our 
ty MPbligation to the Duty. 


in. I ſhall ſer before you after what man- 
Ir chis Duty is to be performed by us. 


— 


according to this method I am, 1 85 
4 I. To ſhew what is meant by Bleſſing the 
t- nne of the Lord, or when we may be ſaid te 
ss God. The phraſe to Bleſs God muſt al- 

v ys be aaderſtood with certain Limitations and 
or- ſtrictions; as will be ſeen by taking a view — 
His the various Acceptations of it, as it reſpects, 
ed: icveral Relations of them that Bleſs and 
ich e that are Bleſſed. . 


. IIS uſed from Superiours to their Inferi- 
ne: ; which indeed is the moſt proper uſe of 
in phraſe to Ble(s : and it means the Superi- 
Our conferring upon the Inferiour ſuch Good 
ss as he ablolutely needs for his well being, 
hich he can in no other way come at the 
. .- oo eflion of. And ſo 'tis moſt truly applicable 
Iod, who only can properly and in a ſtrict 
ree be ſaid to Bleſs ; who Bleſſes His People. 
ro onterring upon them ſuch Temporal and 
DS Kual Bleſſings which none but He can be- 
7 Sz: flow 
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6 be Nature & Manner 
gow. Thus when God tells Moſes how Aaron 


in His Name ſhould Bleſs the People, we find 


it to mean the Beſtowment of the Divine Favour 
upon them. Numb. VI. 24, 25, 26. The Lord 
Bleſs thee, and keep thee, the Lord make His Face 
ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee the Lord 
lift up His Countenance upon ! nee, and give thee peace, 8 
And hence God Himſelf ſays to Abraham, Gen. 
XXII. 17. Is Bl ſing I will Bleſs thee : which is 
Explained by declaring what great things He 
would do for him and his Seed after him. And 
this made Facob ſo earneſt in his wreſtling with 
the Angel of the Covenant, and ſo reſoluteh cry 
out, I will not let thee go, except thou Bleſs me, Gen. 


XXXII. 26. 


8 SOMETI MES the phraſe is uſed between * 


Equals, who are ſaid ro Bleſs one an other; as 
a Man his fellow Creature: and then it means 


either their mutual acts of love and friendſhip, WM 
which the Laws of Juſtice and Charity oblige 
them to. As when tis ſaid, Match. V. 44. 610 


them that Curſe jou: that is, let no ill carriage of 


theirs who curſe and perſecute you, hinder you 


from doing all tne good offices of love and kind- 8 


eſs to them which your Protefſicn obliges you i 
to, and you mutually owe to one another. Or 
elſe it means our withing well to one another, i 


and ſincerely praying to God to Bleſs our Fellow- ij 
Creature. Hence we read, Pſal. CXXIX. 8. 


Toe Bleſſing of the Lord be upon you, we Bleſs you in 3 
:9e Name of the Lord. So Facob called for the 8 
Children of his Son Foſepb that he might Bleſs | 
them ; Gen. XLVIII. 9. which he does inthe | 


of Man's Bleſing GOD. A 


form of a Solemn Prayer, ſaying, God before 
whom my Fathers, Abraham and Iſaac did walk; 
the God that fed me all my life long unto this day ; 
= the Angel which redeemed me from all Evil, Bleſs 
Wn the Lads, verſe 15, 16. | 


3 23. THE phraſe to Bleſs is uſed from Inferi- 
cours to Superiours ; and ſo I am lead into the 
ſenſe and meaning of it in my Text, viz.as Man's 
| Ble fn 8 God. ; | 

XZ NOW tis plain that in the two firſt ſenſes we 
cannot be ſaid to Bleſs God. For, if thou be 
Righteous, what giveſt thou Him, what receiveth 
He of thine Hand, (a). If He were hungry He 
would not tell thee ; for the World is His, with 
the fulneſs thereof (5). The Infinite God has 
all Everlaſtingly in Himſelf, that is Eſſential to 
= His own Glory and Happineſs; and no additi- 
ons can be made thereto by all that Men or Au- 
gels are capable of. 5 e 


i 


3 


NOR can we pretend to render to the Lord 
any proper mutual acts of Kindneſs. We are 
Beholden to God for all that we have and are; 
in Him we live, move, and have our being, (c). 
and from Him, the Father of Lights, comes down 
every good and perfect Gift we enjoy (d). But 
God is not, nor can He be Beholden to us for 
any thing. We are ever Dependent and con- 
ſtantly in need of Him; But God is utterly in- 


dependent upon any thing out of Himſelf, and 
needeth us not. 5 


* 
* 
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(DU XXV. I. (b)Ifal L. 1a. (AA. XVII. a8. (Man U ig. : 


NOR 


8 The Nature & Maaner 
NOR can we fo much as wiſh anv thing to 
the Eſſential Glory and Happineſs of God, which 
He has not already and will never be without. 
Canſt thou by ſearching find out God? Canſt 
thou find out the Almighty to Perfection (e)? 
And ſince our moſt ſtretched Conceptions are not 
able to reach the Infinite fulneſs there is in God, 
how can we entertain a thought of any further 
degrees of Perfection as neceſſary to compleat 
the Glory of his Nature and the Felicity of His 
State. So that in theſe reſpects God is exalted i 
above all Bleſſing and Praiſe (f). Yea He Inha- 
 _ biteththePraiſes of His Iſrael (g): and His Saints 
leſs Him (b). = 
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7 THEM do fo, either by Acknowledging the 
df */ verfections of the Divine Nature, and ſpeaking, of 
Ha T His Greatneſs and the Glory of His Majeſty ; 
— Which is to Laud and Praiſe His Name: Or, they 
do ſo by a grateful ſenſe of the many Inſtances 88 
of His Bounty, and the multiplied Benefits He 
communicates tothem, and ſuitable returns thera- 
for ; which is Thanksgiving: Or they do fo, 
when under the Afflicting Hand of God with 
Deep Humility and an entire Reſignation of 
Soul they maintain an awful ſenſe of the Divine 
Supremacy, unbiaſed Rectitude and unerring 
Wiſdom :; which is proper Adoration. In each 
of theſe ſenſes Man may be ſaid to Bleſs God. 
4 has. -: | 


——_— 


* 
r NN 


4 

| 

1 | 
Pa. 


. WE Bleſs the Name of the Lord when we 


”— 


think highly of Him, and ſpeak His Praiſe. 80 
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of Man's Bleſſing GOD. > - 


Due pfalmiſt, Pal. 34. 1. I will Bleſs the Lord at 
times, His Praiſe ſhall continually be in my mouth. 


? \ nd hence we find the Levites with ſome of 1 5 
1 


ME achers ſaying to the People, Neh- IX. 5. Stand 
M, and Bleſs the Lord your God forever; and Bleſſed 


tb) Glorious Name; and then they go on tg 


2 
26 
A 


lebrate His Praiſe in ſpeaking of His Excel- 


Incies and the Glorious effects of them. 80 


David is ſaid to Bleſs the Lord before all the Congre= 
tion, x Chron. XXIX. 10. Thine O Lord, à the 
atneſs, the Power, the Glory, the Victory, and the. 
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8 2. WE Bleſs God by our Thanksgiving; & 
Wankful acknowledgment of His Mercies, and, 

iable returns to Him therefor. Thus in this: 
in CIII 2. Bleſs the Lord O my Soul, and for- 
v all His Benefits, So the Pſalm CXILV. 

ich is a Pſalm of Thanksgiving, uttering. the 
mory of the Goodneſs of God in the Care and 


Name for ever and ever: and it concludes in the 
inne ſtrain; verſe 21. My mouth ſhall ſpeak the 
ie of the Lord, and let all fleſh Bleſs His Holy 
N ame for ever & ever, | EIS 


by” 


. THUS we Bleſs God by a ſuitable Deport- 
Int under Divine Chaſtiſements; when froma 
e of che Hand of God upon us, in all the 
grows chat befall us, we are patient and ſub- 
ve, filent and adoring, and our Corrections 


So ce che defired Effects in our Amendment. 
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Thus we find even a Nebuchadseꝝxar, under 2 
ſenſe of the Holy Hand of God which had lain 
heavy upon him, ſaying, Dan. IV. 34. I lift »p| 
mine eyes unto Heaven and my underſtanding returned | 
to me, and I Bleſſed the moſt High, and I praiſed ind 
bonoured Him that liveth for ever; and this he does 
by acknowledging the Dominion and 1 E 
of God, and himſelf as nothing before Him; none 
can ſtay His Hand, or [ay unto Him, what doeſt hou? | 
His Works are Truth and His ways fudgment; ol 1 
thoſe that walk in pride, He is able to abaſe, ver. 355 9 
37. Well then n. we expect to find a Hoy 2 
Fob in this Devout frame, when the heavy Tf 
dings of his multiplied Loſſes roll in thick upon i 
him, till they are all compleated in the fatal finiſh- | I 
ing ſtroke of the untimely Death of his Children: 
In the Diſtreſs hereof, he aroſe and rent his mantle 
and ſhaved his head, and fell down upon the Ground and 
Worſhipped : ſaying, God hath given, and God hath 
taken away, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Job 
I. 20, 21- Agreeable to the Pſalmiſt, who un- 
der a ſenſe of the Divine Chidings, ſays, Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul. Thus we ſee what is meant by 
Blefling the Name of the Lord. I pals to the * ; 
Second thing propoſed, viz. ; 
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II. TO mention ſome Reaſons, why we od 
Bleſs the Name of the Lord; which fhews us our 
=. Obligation to this Duty. A High Duty "is, | 
i - what God requires of us, and well becomes us 7 

F as Reaſonable and Religious Creatures: what the 
\F Holy Name of God, the Benefits we receive fron 
$3 Him, and His Relation to us, challenges at or, 


hands. 
| 4 mY 


0 
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of Man's Bleſſing GOD. 1 
23 1. THE Holy Name of God, which is God Him- 
ain ſelf and His Adorable Excellencies and Per- 
1 fections demands the Tribute of Praiſe from us. 
ned The Name of God it is God Himſelf, cloathed 
and with Light as with a Garment, and compaſſed 
= with Glory as with a Veſture : Tis Infinite Ma- 


loes | 

nty Jjeſty and Greatneſs, Incomprehenſible Power and 
none Wiſdom, unrivalled Goodneſs Mercy and Truth 
on? Hand Holineſs, poſſeſſing an Univerſal and Ever- 


and MWMlaſting Empire and Dominion. The Glorious 


"= 
# 


25,  Perfetions of God are each of them God Him- 
loly ſelf ; His Nature ſo made known unto us; and 


Ty- Ware therefore called His Name, becauſe God diſ- 
pon Wecovers Himſelf to us by them, and gives us ſome 
1iſh- Welimpſe of His Glory; which appears ſo bright 
ren: to the contemplative mind, as to dazzle us with. 


antle 9 he Luſtre of them, and fill us with holy Admi- 
land ration and Love. All of this Name of God de- 
hath mands the Tribute of Praiſe from us: for 'tis in 


4 
BS «> 
. 
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Job Wcſelf truly Excellent and Glorious, a Beauty ſo 


a+ 


(24 


un- EWbeightened and conſpicuous, that the greatelt . 


{; the reated Excellency is but a glimmering, mere 
it by - arkneſs compared with the unviewable Bright-.. 
) the Weſs of it. And becauſe the Name of God is 


o Excellent, it deſerves our higheſt eſteem and 


15 


> 


9 


2 
+ 2 
2 


conſtant praiſes, which is the leaſt Homage we. 
Fan give to a Being the Perfections of whoſe. 
Nature exceed our moſt enlarged conceptions, 
Por can Angels approach the Seat of them with- 
ut veiled Faces. So the Pſalmiſt calls upon all 
Lreatures to Praiſe the Lord, for His Name alone” 
Excellent, Hi: Glory à above Earth and Heaven, 
We. CALVIN, 13. oo ny 
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\ i: be Nature & Manne, 92 
1 _ - THUS we are to Praiſe God for His Infinite 
| Majeſty and Greatneſs : For He is High above 
all Gods, and none among the Sons of the 
Mighty may be likened unto Him. Come let 
us Sing unto the Lord; let us make a joyful noiſe unto 
' the rock of our Salvation; for the Lord ua Great God, iſ 
anda Great King above all Gods, Pſal KCV.1,3.0 Sing YG 
fo the Lord a new Song, Sing unto the Lord all tbe 
Earth, Sing unto the Lord, Bleſs His Name; Honour YG 
and Majeſty are before Him, Strength and Beauty a 
in His Sanctuary, Pal. XCVI- x, 2, 6. Great « 6 
tbe Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, His Greatneſs « 
unſeaxchoble, Pal. CXLV. 3. 9 


S0 is to be Praiſed for His uncontroulable 
and unlimitted Power and Might; which is equal 
to His Will, and does whatſocver pleaſeth Him 
in the Heavens, the Earth, the Sea, and all Deep Wl 
places; by which He ſtretched out the Heavens 
like a Curtain, and laid the Beams of His Cham- 
bers upon the Waters, ſtretched out the North 
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oyer ehe ene and hangerh the Earth upon ll 
NS nothing; before whom the Pillars of Heaven 
. tremble, and the Earth melteth like wax at His 
1 preſence. Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, givt 6 
Et unto the Lord Glory and Strength, give unto the Lord i 
the Glory due unto His Name, Pſal. XXIX. I, 2. And 
becauſe God exalteth Himſelf in His own . Strength, Wil 
therefore ſhould we Sing and Praiſe His Power, il 
| PRE NXL, r3. 1 


IHE Infinite Wiſdom of God challenges gus, Bl 
Praiſes. He is wiſe in Counſel as well as wor 
drous in, Working; who by Wiſdom made the 
E- || 15 Heavens; 
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of Man's Bleſſing GOD. T3 
Jcavens ; His Works alſo are manifold, and in 
iſdom has He made them all, and with equal 
ounſel and Deſign orders all their Station 
Ind various mutations, To the only i iſe Gol be 
e Honour and Glory, 1 Tim. I. 3 Praiſe yethe 
4 Lord, tor it 1 good L Sing Praiſes to our God 32— 
"1 P. Hi: Underſtanding is Infinite, Plal- CXLVIL r, . 


* ' THUS God is to Ko Praiſed for His Efential 
3 oodnels and Mercy; who is Good, and does 
ood cven to all, and His tender Mercies ate 
over all His Works: : the Goodneſs of whofe 
Nature is the unfailing Fountain whence Men 
nd Angels are ſupplied with. all thoſe Streams 
Phat ſupport them in Life and compleat their 
elicicy ; whoſe Mercy is high above the Hear 
Mens, and} is the ſure Baſis. of their Comfort that 
ut their Truſt in Him. O give thanks unto the 
es 2 rd, for He u Good, for His Mercy endureth for 
WV. ver, Plal. CVIE x. And fo, Pſal. CVIII. init. 
6 5 my Heart is fixed, I will fing and give 
2 even with my Glory; I will Praiſe thee, 0 
6, among the People, and l will ſing Praiſes unto 
1 7 ee among the Nations ; for thy Mercy 1 N al 
be Heavens, - 


80 the Truth and Fidelity of God 101 to be 
A raiſed : His unchangeable Faithfulneſs to Him- 
lt, and to His Word and Promiſes. He is the 
M Jnchangeable Jehovah, without variation or ſhas 
Do of curning; whoſe Word is made faſt in 

eaven, His Faithfulneſs reacheth unto: the 
L 3 the Word that hath gone out of His 
Nouth remaineth ſtedfaſt for ever; He is of ang 


C3. Mind 


14 The Nature & Manner 


Mind, and who can turn Him. So the Pſalmift, 
Plal. C. 1, 5. Make a joyful noiſe unto the Lord al 
ye Lands, — enter into His Courts with Prai e.— 
and Bleſs His Name, — His Truth endureth to all | 
Generations. And, Pſal. CX VII. is a ſhort but ful 
Celebration hereof; O Praiſe the Lord, all ye Ns. 
tions; Praiſe Him all ye People, — the Truth of the by: 
Lord endureth for ever; Praiſe ye the Lord. Þ 
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AND thus are we to Praiſe God for His un- 
biaſed Righteouſneſs and Juſtice; the Founda- 
tion of whoſe Throne is Righteouſneſs and judg- 
ment; and He is Righteous in all His Works. 
Hence ſays the Plalmiſt, Pſal. XLVIII. 10. 4 
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e torhy Name, O God, ſo u thy Praiſe . 
1 the Ends of the Earth; thy Right Hind 15 full f| 


0 
: 


Fr Righteouſneſs. And the CXLIX Pſalm, ſeems to 
* have been compoſed on purpoſe to celebrate 


ji 1 the Righteouſneſs of God, even in the Judgment 
1 which He executeth in the World. | 
K | 5 by 
139 FINALLY the unſpotted Holineſs of God de- 
E mands our Praiſes. Bleſs His Holy Name; the 
- FH Eſſential Purity of the Divine Nature, and thi 
[18 _ Holineſs of His Works. The Holineſs of God is 
= as the Brightneſs of all His other Perfections 
5 peculiarly the Glorv of God; and ſhines Illuſtri- 


ous in His Word, and in all the Works of Hi 
Hands. For this the Holy Angels Praiſe Him, 
ſaying, Holy, Hol), Holy Lord God Almighty, Rev. 
TV. 8... And lo muſt we at the call of the De 
vout Pſalmiſt, Pſal. XCIX. F. Exali ye the Lad 
our God, and worſhip at His Footſtool, for He ts Hol, 
And fo, Pſal. XCVII. 12. Rejoyce in the Lord, 5e 
2700 — Righteon, 
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F Man's Bleſing GOD. if 


1, Righteous, and give thanks at the Remembrance of 
d all His Helineß. | 


6 

5 al MF THUS do all the Glorious Perfections of God 

full challenge our Praiſes; and when we conſider 

Na- the Adorable Excellencies of the Divine Nature, 

F the WM harmonizing in the Amazing wonders of our 
Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, as the Proſpect is 
ſtill more amiable and pleaſant, ſo our Praiſes 

un- ſhould be the more raiſed; intenſely devour, and 


nda- WW unwearied. And then, 
udg- | | 
orks. | 2. THE Many and Great Benefits we receive 


Ac- from God lay us under Obligation to a Dutiful 
uno Thanksgiving. Benefits from whomſoever com- 
ull f WW municated are an Obligation upon the Receiver 
ns to to Thank the Donor; and one would think, 
brate that tis the leaſt we can do to be ſenſible of the 
nents Favours we receive, and Thank the Author of 
them. So 'tis accounted among Men. And 
tbe more and greater the Benefits conferred upon 
dd de- us by our gracious Sovereign are; and the 
; the more mulciplyed and extenſive they are, the 
d the fironger are our Obligations to return our ſincere 
30d and hearty Thanksgiving. Bleſs the Lord, O 
tons, i my Soul, and forget not all His Benefits. To 
Luſt mention ſome of them, as they lie in a delightful 
of His variety, in this Pſalm. 7 
Him, | 3 
„Re. (.) THE Forgiveneß of Sin; the juſtifying, 
e De. and accepting of us to the Grace of Adoption, 
e Loi and Reconciliation thro” the Propitiatory Sacri- 
is Hoh fice of our Bleſſed Redeemer, is ſuch a matchlef 
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22 Beneſit as we are ſor ever obliged to Bleſs the 
4 feos, 1 


Holy 
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 Accompliſhment of this Gloricus work, hath Ml 


Wo be juſtifyed before Him, and accepred as 


Thankful Acknowledgments, and fiil our 


76 The Nature & Manner 5 
Holy Name of God for. Bleſs the Lord, O my 3 
Soul, who Forgi veth thine Iniquities, ver. 3. Tis W 
God only that forgivech iniquity, and for the 


drawn out the Bowels of His Mercy to us, and 
ſent His Eternal Son to become an Offering ad 
a Sacrifice for Sin; in whom we have Recmp Wl 
tion, thro' His Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of 
Sin, according to the riches of His Grace. I his 
is deſervedly mention'd in the fiſt place, as the 
Fountain from whence all other Mercies flow. 
What an unſpeakable Gift in this co a miſerable WM 
World? That the Eternal Father ſhould make 
a Sacrifice of His own Son; that thro' Him che 
chief of Sinners might have their Iniquities for- 


His Children. For this are we obliged, and i 


we can never enough Bleſs the Name of «ne Wl 


Lord; This ſhould inſpire our Beasts with Wl 


Mouths with Songs of Praiſe. O give Then 
unto the Lord, for His Mercy endurcth for ever; jo if 
let the Redeemed of the Lord ſay. Plal. CVII. x 
I, 2. O Lord, I will praiſe thee, tho thou waſi 
angry with me, thine anger i turned «way, and thou i 
camforteſt me, Iſai. XII. 1. So ſang the Holy | 
Zacharias, Luk. I. 68, 69. Bleſſed be the Lord Goa if 
of Iſrael ; for He hath viſited and Redeemed His Peo— 
ple, and bath raiſed up an horn of Salvation for a, 
zn the Houſe of His Servant David, G o. 
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( 2.) THE Health we enjoy is an Obligation 
upon us to return Thanks to God. Bleſs the 
Lord, who Healeth thy Diſcaſes, vere 3. Thus whe 


— 


of Man's Bleſſing 60 D. 17 
yer we conſider God as having actually Healed 
Inv of us of our Diſcaſes; or as the God who 
only can Heal. and who keeps us in Health. We 
Nie often, ic mav be the moſt of us, labouring 
Inger indiſpoſitions, pains and maladies, incident 
eo fame and brittle Conſtitution; and ie 
Nes be we have ſometimes been brought very 
ov. cento the Edges of the Grave; but thro 
c ooincſs of God, we have had our Paint 
Ji. 2g; our Maladies cured. our Diſcaſes Heal- 
d and ſurely thoſe of us who have ſo experi- 
WWnc-d the Divine Goodneſs, will ſay, not unto 
, uno us, but unto thy Name alone O 
= ori be al! the Glory. He ſent His Word, and 
1 J-aled them, Ol hat Men would praiſe the Lord for 
. u0dneſs, and for His wonderful works to the 
; and baren of Men; and let them Sacrifice the Sacrifices 
9 Thanksgiving, and declare His works with re- 
ki: = Pfal CVI. 20, 21, 22. The Living, the 
| Fiving II ſhall Praiſe thee ; as we deſire to do 
is Day, giving Thanks to God for that won- 
ertal meature of Health He has favoured our 
3 23 and with ; and when Peſtilential Diſtempers 
N ave ſer footing upon our Shoars, God has po- 
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Pon thee, for I am the Lord that Healeth thee, 
WC they have not been able to walk abroad in 
W415, nor waſt at noon Day. I will thank- 
ebe Lord He & our refuge, and our fortreſs, 

HE oo, in Him will we truſt; ſurely He hath deli- 
WW thee from the noiſome peſtilence, He hath covered- 
e with His feathers ; F only with thine. Eyes 
"= p# thou beheld it, — n0 Evil bas befallen thee, neither 
% Plague come nigh thy Dwelling, vid. Pfal. 
C. „ 


eerche Word, Iwill put none of theſe Diſeaſes 
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againſt a Stone. Innumerable are the Snares 


Arm been put underneath us, and ſaved us from 
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(z. THAT God Redeemeth our Life from De- 
ftructiion is a further Bond upon us to give Thanks 
unto Him and Bleſs His Name. See ver. 4. He 
& our Life, and the Length of our Days, Deut. XXX. 
20. And how often has He graciouſly interpo- 
ſed to keep us in Tife, and Lengthen out our 
Days, by giving His Angels charge over us to 
keep us in all our ways, to bear us up, as in their 
Arms, leaſt at any time we ſhould daſh our feet 


and Caſualties that ſurround us, the leaſt of 
which, armed with a permiſſion from God, would iſ 
ſoon prey upon us. How often has the Divine 


the deſtructive Accidents which elſe would have 
broke in upon us, unobſerved by us? And 
many a time, may we now ſay, had not the 
Lord been on our fide we had been {wallowed i 
vp"by-the Threatning Dangers, and the proud 
Waves had gone over us, and the Deep had in- 
cloſed us: The Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is 
thy ſhade upon thy right hand, the Lord hath 
preſerved thee from all Evil. It becomes us © 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. XXXIV. wr. Ii 
Bleſs the Lord at all times, O magnifie the Loi 
with me, I fought the Lord, and He heard me, ani if 
delivered me from all my fears. He hath done {of 
particularly in His Guard upon our Sea Coaſt, 
and the wonders He hath wrought for us there, 
for which we give thanks to His Name this Day. 
When the Sons of Violence had invaded us, and 
the Cruel and Blood-thirſty lay hovering over us. 
with a formidable power; God hath redeemed. 


a Ig? $8 


Co 


of Man's Bleſſing & O P. 19 


hot only our Subſtance, but our Lives from De- 
ſtruction, by taking thoſe Pirates into His own 
ands, He blew upon them in His Anger, and 
drove them with His fierce Tempeſt, till our 
hoars proved their Deſtruction. They went 
. own into the Waters like lead, ſaving a few that 
fell into our hands for an Example unto others. 
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fal. CXXIV. 6,7, 8. Bleſſed be the Lord, who 
hb not given us a prey to their Teeth ; our Soul 18 
Hare iſe/caped ata Bird out of the Snare of the Fowler, the 


be Name of the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. 
EA nd Plal. LXVI. 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9. Sing forth the 
Honour of His Name, make His Praiſe Glorious - i ay 
into God, how terrible art thou in thy works ?— come 
aud /ce the works of God; He is terrible in His doings 
towards the Children of men; — let not the Rebellious 
3 | exalt themſelves ; O Bleſs our God ye People, & make 
be voice of His Praiſe to be heard; which boldeth our 
- BF S ou! in Life, and ſuffereth not our feet to be moved. 


= (4.) GOD's crowning #s with loving kindneſs and 
ender mercies calls upon us to Bleſs His Holy 
Name, ver. 4. He encompaſſes His People with 
love and favour as with a Shield, and thro? the 
Mercy of the Moſt High their Proſperity fits 
like a Crown upon their Heads. His Fatherly 
Love and Affection takes care of them, He gives 
= them to ſee the Light of His Countenance, and 
co rejoyce in His Smiles. He hath furniſhed us 
oy with thoſe various Gifts and Qualifications which 
are in ſome good meaſure ſuitable to our Poſts 
and Employments,- * gives and ſpares many 


or this we take up our Song of Praiſe in the 


ouare is broken and we are eſcaped: our Help # in 
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of our Delightful Friends with whom we ſolace 
ourſelves, and take counſel together. He orden 
our path for us, directs us in our way, and give; 


us to fee a Comfortable iſſue of our Labours and 
rejoyce in the works of our Hands. Bleſſed i 
the Lord my Strength, thro' ,whom the Sons of Hu 


People are as Plants grown up in their Youth, their 9 


Daughters as Corner Stones, poliſhed after the ſimili. 
tude of a Palace: their Garners are full affording al 
manner of Store; their Sheep bring forth Thouſands, i 
and ten thouſands in their Streets; their Oxen ar: 
Frong to Labour; and there is no breaking in nr 


5 . of 1 
going out, nor cauſe of complaining in their Streets, "3 


IV. x, 12, 13, 14. 


OR if we meet with adverſe Circumſtances, 


has not the tender Mercy of God been exerciſed 
towards us? and His pity like that of a Father 
to His Children been manifeſted to us under 


them? He chaſtiſes us only when 'tis needful, 
and then in meaſure with His tendereſt Com- 
pron ſtirred by the feeling of our Infirmities, 

e has puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities de- 


ſerve ; proportioned our tryals to our Strength ; 
He has given forth Strength to encounter Afflicti- 
ons, ſupported us under our Difficulties, has found 
out a way for our eſcape out of many of them, 


and we truſt will make them all turn to out 
Advantage. Thus does God crown us with 
loving kindneſs and tender mercy, and we do 


all of us more or leſs experience it; that even 


in our worſt Circumſtances we have yet ſo many 
Mercies as out weigh our Chaſtiſements : and i 
becauſe of His loving kindneſs, therefore our lip fo 

prays 


| of Mans Bleſſing GOD. 21 
Wie Him, Pſal. LXIII. 3. Yea, we ſbould fing in 

be ways of the Lord, for great s the Glory of the 
WW: rd; cho! the Lord be High yet He hath reſpect un- 
. the lowly ; tho' 1 walk in the midſt of trouble thou 


ber revive me; — the Lord will perfect that which 
Hi: Concerneth me, thy Mercy O Lord endureth for ever, 

her ri. CXXXVILL g. to the end. 

7 al (5) THAT God ſatisfieth our Mouth with 

nd, G00 things obliges us to Thankfulneſs, ver. 5. 
are 


All Eyes wait upon Him, and He giveth them 
their Meat in due ſeaſon; He fulfilleth the deſire 
of them that fear Him. From the inexhauſtible 
ſtores of His Goodneſs He communicates to us 
a full ſupply to all our wants; and daily loads us 
wich His Benefits. He gives us our Food and 
Raiment, convenient for us, by which our frail 
bodies are nouriſhed and refreſhed, and guarded 
Nagainſt the inclemencies of the Air and injuries 


diu!, Wot the Weather. He deals forth unto us not ſpa- 
om ringly and with a ſlack hand, barely enough to 
2 beep Soul and Body together; but He allows us 


= for our Conveniency Delight and Entertain- 


8th ; went as well as for Neceſſity, giving us all things 
_—_ W-ichly to enjoy: tho' not for the ſatisfying our 
_ 


W carnal greedy Appetites, and for the pampering 
our unruly Luſts; yet for our comfortable ſup- 
Out I port in the Houſe of our Pilgrimage and to carry 
us well to our Journeys end; and ſuffers us not 
de do to lack any thing that would be Good for us 
een WF Our Thank-Offerings would be due, if God 
meg ſnould beſtow upon us no more than the crumbs 
wy chat fall from His Table, but how much more 
Joe when He has ſpread ſo large a Table for us and 


D 3 is 


ooo 
_— — . 
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ſo plentifully furniſhed it, filling our Mouths 
with good things and our Hearts with rejoycing. | 
For this we are Aſſembled together to give | 
thanks unto the Name of the Lord, who has this 
Year fo abundantly ſatisfyed us with His Good- 
neſs; and the more affectionate ſhould our Ac- 
knowledgments be, the Smoke of our Burnt- i 
Offering aſcend with the greater fervour, and 
our Peace-Offerings be the more Liberal, when 
we conſider that the Heavens have dropped 
down fatneſs to us in Anſwer, we truſt, to our 
Ardent Prayers therefor. When thatfarly ſcorch- 
ing Drought threatned utterly to lay waſte our 
pleaſant fruit, and burn up every green thing, 
we cryed unto the Lord our God, and our cry | 
came up into His Holy dwelling place, and He 
granted us our Requeſt. Yea when our Pious | 
Rulers had but determined to call upon thisPeo- | 
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1 ple to ſeek the Lord in our Diſtreſs, before we 
called the Lord anſwered us, and e'er the ſolemn 
N Day approached He ſhowered down upon us 

} His plentiful Rain, by which the latter Herbage 


was wonderfully recovered, and our Land has | 
yielded a comfortable encreaſe. Praiſe waiteth | 
for thee, O God, in Sion, unto Thee, ſhall the vow be | 


13 8 performed, O thou that heareſt Prayer ; thou vi- 
378 ſiteſt the Earth, & watereſt it, thou greatly. eurichejs . 
THis it with the river of God, which is full of water, thou i 


prepareſt them Corn den thou haſt ſo provided for it, 

bon bleſseſt the ſpring ing thereof; thou crowneſt the 

Year with thy goodneſs, and thy paths drop fatneſs; 

they drop apon the paſtures of the wilderneſi, and tht 
 Hintle hills rejoyce dn every fide; the paſturts am 
cloatbed with flocks, the vallies alſo are covered 17 9 
„ | | wil 5 
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LXV. I, 2, 9, to the end. 


(.) AND if God renews our Youth like the Ea- 
ele, this calls for our Thanksgiving, ver. 5. This 
being an hard Text and difficult to be under- 
arnt- i 
and ö 
hen 
pped 
our i 
»rch* 
our 
| He the intellectual Powers remain quick and lively 
pious 
Peo- 
e we 
lemn RE 


ſtood, I ſhall only ſav upon it, that if any, who 
thro' the Favour of God are ſpared to Old Age, 
under ſuch Circumſtances as calls for their La- 


| bour and Induſtry, yet have their ſtrength and 


vigour like cha: of Youth, and the Birds of prey, 
continued to them anſwerable to their work in 
a time when the infirmities of Age uſually ſeal 
up the hands from Labour. Or if under the 
weakneſs of the Body bowed down wich Age, 


as inthe vigour of Youth : Or if we ſuppoſe the 
Words to refer to the Reſurrection ſtate, when 


| our Bodies ſhall be raiſed, refined, and ſpiritua- 


lized : conſidering the Words in either of theke 


W ſenſes, in ſome or other of which Expoſicors g- 


nerally underſtand them, certainly it calls u 

us to Bleſs the Lord, who ſo maketh the Man of 
an Hundred Years Old as a Child in Vigour, ( Tſat- 
LXV. 20.) or that we hope to partake of the, 
Glorious Reſurrection of our Bodies, and the 
Bleſſed Conſequents of it. 


(% THE Lord executeth Righteouſneſs and Fudg- 
ment for all that are Oppreſſed, ver. 6. Which I 
take to include in it, thoſe Civil Liberties and 
Privileges, Which render a People ſafe and eaſy . 
When God raiſeth them up Kings to be nurſing 
Fathers, and ſetteth to Rule ever them Able Men, 


I of Man s Bleſſing GO D- 25 
W ib Corn, they ſhout for Foy, they alſo Sing, Plat 
ing. 8 
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fearing God and hating Covetouſneſs. 
He gives the King His Judgments, and His Righ- 


24 The Nature & Manner 
When 


teouſneſs to the Kings Son, and the under Off. 
cers, and they Judge the People with Righteouſ- 


neſs, and the Poor with Judgment; the Moun- 
tains bring forth Peace and the little Hills b 


Righteouſneſs ; Juſtice is diſpenſed like Showers, 
and flows down the Streets like a River, which 


refreſheth the Earth, and maketh the Righteous 
to flouriſh. 


AND ſurely this calls for our Thanksgiving; 
this Day, That God hath ſo over-ruled Affairs 
among the Nations, and the Spirits of the Peo- 
ple, as maugre all the ſecret cabals againſt it, to 
bring to the Throne of Great Britain a Proteſtant 
Prince of the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, under 
the Shadow of whoſe Wiſe and Juſt Admini- 
ſtrations we may ſet our ſelves down in quiet, 
and joyfully eat of the fruit of our own Vine 
and Fig-Tree, without the diſtreſſing fears of the 
Uſurpations of a Popiſh and conſequently a Ty- 
rannical Pretender; That God has appeared in 
the Mount of Difficulty, as a Man of War fub- 
duing the People under him, breaking the force 
of a powerful Invaſion, by diſpiriting their weak 
Chiefs and baffling the Counſels of their Wile, 
and turning the Rout back by the way by which 
they came, covering them with Shame and Cor- 
tempt : that He has more lately interpoſed His 
watchful Eye, to ſpy out the hidden works of 
darkneſs, and bring to Light the dark deſign of 
intreaguing Stateſmen, and break to pieces the 
new formed Model for a Foreign Invaſion ; - 
2 YT” 2 chat 


of Man s Bleſſing GOD. 25 


that in the midſt of the Tumults of a ſtrangely _ 

W uncaſy Faction at Home, and the envious Con- 
W crivance of Popiſh Enemies Abroad, God has 
graciouſly preſerved the Life of our Sovereign 
king GEORGE, and His Royal Offspring, 


oun- wt ; 
; by WW and now happily ſecured the Crown upon His 
Ks Head, and redeemed the Nation to that eaſy 
thick Tranquility it enjoys at this Day: And that we 


have thoſe immediately over us, who ſeek our 
welfare, and Feed us according to the Integrity 
Jof their Hearts, and Guide us according to the 
E Skilfulnels of their Hands; God alſo being 


ra wich them to proſper them therein; and our 
"Me Borders flouriſh with peace. Let Iſrael rejoyce in 
reo Wim that made them, and the Children of Zion be joy- 
. Ws is their King, Pſal. CXLIX. 2. TI will fing 4 
: Fu new Song unto Thee, O God, upon a Pſaltery, and an 
rs ment of Ten Strings will I ſing Praiſes unto thee; 
quiet it is He that giveth Salvation unto Kings, who de- 


Vine Nee David His Servant from the burtful Sword, 


[Pizl. CXLIV. 9, 10. Bleſſed be the Lord God, the 


- my God of Iſrael, who only doth wondrous things; and 
red ! bleſſed be His Glorious Name for ever, and let the 


ys [bole Earth be filled with His Glory. Amen and 


force ven, Pſal. LXXII. 18, 19. 


r weak 
Wiſe, 
Which 


(8.) TO add no more, He hath made known 
His Ways unto Moſes His Acts unto the Chil- 
ren of Iſrael, ver. 7. Which I take to refer to 
ne Revelation of the Divine Will and Commands 


orks of ent; that unto them were committed the live- 
ſign 0 5 Oracles of God; the Ark and Temple of the 
el ord was among them, and God had ſhewn them 


de Pattern of His Houſe, the outgoing and the 
incoming 
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incoming thereof, and had Conſecrated Hi 
Prieſts to wait upon them at His Altar; with 
chem had ratifyed His Covenant, and given them 
the aſſured promiſe of the Meſſiah, the hope of 
Urael and the Saviour thereof. 5 


AND has not God favoured us with His Golf: 
pel, and viſited theſe Ends of the Earth, which 


once were regions of Darkneſs wich 2 Great Light, 
and publiſhed in our Ears the Glad Tydings d 


great Joy, that to us there is born a Saviour? 
Has He not reared up His Tabernacle among us, 
and multiplied His Synagogues in our Land! 
Has He not prepared for us a River, by putting 


it into the Hearts of our Fathers to lay the Foun- Wi 


dations of the School of the Prophets, the Streams 


whereof are many, run far and wide, and rejoyce i 
This challenges 


the whole City of our God ? 


our "Thankful Acknowledgments, and for this i 


we now lift up our hands on high, and Bleſs the 


Name of the Lord. Great 15 the Lord and greatly 5 
to he praiſed in the City of our God, in the mountain 


1 


of His holineſs ; Beautiful for Scituation, the jor of i 


the whole Earthis Mount Sion, inthe ſides of the north, 


the City of the Great Ring: God 3s known in ber pa- 


laces for a refuge; Let Mount Sion rejoyce, let tb 


Davghters of Fudab be glad, Plal. XLVIII. 1, 2, 3, 
11. I will ſing of the mercy of the Lord for ever, for, 
Bleſſed are the People that know the joyful Sound, that 
, O Lord, in the Light of thy Countenance, Pial, 


we will worſhip at His Footftool ; — for the Loni 
bath. choſen Zion, He bath deſired it for His Habits: 


hav 


LXXXIX. 1, 15. We will go into His T abernaclt, | 


His 
_ = ih Sa Pation, and her Saints 
hem 


Cy 
: 
1 
- * 
8. 1 
* N Foy 
* 
2 
. > Id 


Goſ⸗ : them: Praiſe ye the Lord, Pſal. CXLVIL 19, 20. | 
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. of, Man's Bleſing GOD. 29-3 


have deſired it; —— Twill alſo cleath her Prieſts 
ſhall ſhout aloud for 
Foy, Pſal. CXXXII. 7, 13, 14, 16. He ſhewed 
His Word unto Facob, His Statutes and Fudgments 
unto Iſrael; He hath not dealt ſo with every Na- 
tion, and as for His Tudgments they haue not known 


AND if God hath ſo ſmiled upon the Pious 
and Generous Endeavours of the Government, 
as to open a door for the ſpreading of the Goſ- 


W pcl in ics Truth and Purity among the Abori- 
riginal Natives of our Eaſtern Country; it be- 


comes us to give Thanks unto the Lord, who 
openeth the Gate of Righteouſneſs, that the Peo- 
ple may go thereinto and Praiſe Him; this Gate 


of the Lord, into which the Righteous enter 2 


——Þleſied are they who ſo come in the Name 
of the Lord: and Bleſſed be God who giveth His 
Commandment on Earth, His Word runneth 
ſwiftly z who has given His Son for a Covenant 
to the People, and a Light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, to open the Blind Eyes, and be for Salva- 
tion to all the End of the Earth. 
To proceed, 


3+ THE Relation which God ſtands in to us, 


as our Creator, our Sovereign, and our Judge, 


demands that we Bleſs His Name, by the moft 


bumble Submiſſion and Adoration. 


FIRST, We owe this Duty to God as we are 


His Creatures, the Workmanſhip of His Hands, 


which He hath formed, and not we our ſelves: 
He made us for this very end and purpoſe, to get 


| to Himſelf a Great Name: Tbi- People baue 1 
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fermed 
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The Nature & Manner 


formed for my ſelf to ſhow forth my praiſe : ſays God. 
 Ifai. XLIII. 2 r. 
do and ſhall Praiſe Him, in their way and man- 
ner, according to their Nature and Capacities, 


And all the Creatures on Earth 


"Tis but juſt We give ſuitable acknowledgment; 


to Man for any curious piece of Workmanſhip 


he is the Author of; and how much more ought 
we to Bleſs that God whoſe we are, and by 
whom we are fearfully and wonderfully made, Pſal, 


_ CXXXIK. 14. 


God will have Glory from us 


whether we will or no: Angels behold our Ad- 


mirable contrivance, and Praiſe our Maker, as 
"thoſe Morning Stars ſang together when the 
Foundations of the World were laid. 
are reaſonable Creatures ; 


Bat we 
and God expects an 


active Homage from us; that we ourſelves give 
' Glory to Him. And that not only by the Ce- 
lebration of His Perfections appearing in our 
- Make, but in all the manifeſtations thereof in the 
: -Eourſe of His Providence towards us. That we 
remember we are His Creatures, who have our 

intire dependance upon Him; and accordingly 
pay the profoundeſt Submiſſion to Him, by a 


ſilent humble proſtrate Adoration before Him, 
in what form ſoever He ſees cauſe to mould and 
faſhion us. 


O come let us worſhip, and ben down ; 


let us knee! before the Lord our Maker : for He 25 gur 


God, and we are the People of His Paſture, the Sheey 
of His Hands, Pſal.XCV.6,7. Go down to the Hou|e 


the Veſlel that 


He made of Clay was marred in His Hands —O Houſe 
of Iſrael cannot I do with you. as the Potter ſaith the 


Lord; as the Clay s in the Potters hand, ſo are je in 
wy Hands, Jer. XVIII. init. God not only wow 


— 44> — % 1 — . _ A© Hand Wand 


2 Yai. 


—_— 1 1 1 "IW. Cha 


of Mans Bleſſing GOD. 


eth our Clay, but He gave Eſſence to it alſo, and | 
therefore our Obligation is the ſtronger to adore 1 
all the turns of His Hand. | | 


SECONDLY, And this1s part of that Natural 
Homage which we owe to God, as our Sovereign 
Lord and King, whoſe right it is to Rule. We 
owe it to our Sovereign, to Blefs His Name all F 
the ways we are Capable of: to Praiſe Him who 9 
ſitteth upon the Circle of the Earth, and before = 
| whom the Inhabitants thereof are as Graſshoppers. 
The Lord ſhall reign for ever, thy God, O Zion, unto 
al Generations; Fraiſe ye the Lord, Pſal.CXLVI.1o. 
O clap your hands all ye People; God 1s gone up 
with a Shout, the Lord with the ſound of the Trumpet 3 
ſing Praiſes to our God, fing Praiſes ; ſing Praiſes un- 
% our King, ſing Praiſes : for God u the King of all 
the Earth; ſing ye Praiſes to Him with underſtand- 
ing, Plal. XLVII. 1, 5, 6, 7. Can any thing be 
more decent, than always to ſpeak honourabl 
of our high Sovereign? Ir equally becomes us 
to ſpeak of the Glory of His Majeſty, and talk 
of His high Power; as to offer our humble Pe- 
tions to His Majeſty, for ſuch Mercies as we 
want: and 'tis as much a due Debt to our Sove- 
reign, to Praiſe Him for the illuſtrious appea- 
rance of His Perfections in the Works of Provi- 
dence, as to bow before Him with our humble 
Supplications: 

AND we equally owe it to our Sovereign, to 
Bleſs His Name, by paying the profoundeſt Sub- 
miſſion to His Will. For God has an Original 
and underived Right to do what He pleaſes with 
us; and becauſe the rights of His Sovereignty 

e E 2 are 


39: The Nature & Manner 
are independent and neceſſarily in Him, therefore 
they are truly unalienable & indefeaſtble- Hence 
the Divine Sovereignty and Lordſhip challenges 
it at our Hand that we become all obedience 
and ſubmiſſion before Him ; that under the moſt 
dark and myſterious, the moſt weighty and grie- 
vous allotments of Divine Rule and Government, 
we remember tis the Lord who has done it; 
who always does all things in Righteouſneſs and 
Wiſdom ; whoſe Government muſt be acknow- 
ledged by us, by an intire rsſignment of our ſelves 
and all our Intereſt to Him; ſaying before Him, 
Here I am let the Lord do what ſeemeth Him Good, 
2 Sam. XV. 26. Tis as proper and neceſſary 
an Acknowledgment of our Dependance upon 
God, to ſubmit to His Hand, as to ask His Di- 
rection and Bleſſing; nature leads to them both 
alike; and alike they are Commanded ; and 
thus we Bleſs God, with mournful Hearts; but 
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1 humble ones; as truly as when we Sing His 
1 Praiſe with Joyful Lips. And here lyes the force 
We of the Plalmiſt's reaſoning ; The Lord hath pre- 
ET pared His Thronein the Heavens, His Kingdom ruleth 
1240 ever. all; Bleſs the Lord ye His Angels, Bleſs the 
TRY Lord ye His Hoſts, Bleſs the Lord all His Works, 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, ver. 19, ——22. Somuſt 
we give unto the Lord this Adoration and Sub- 
miſſion, as the Tribute due unto His Name: this 
is the Teſtimony of our Higheſt Eſteem, and our 
Deepeſt Veneration for our Sovereign; what the 
Infinite Diſtance between the moſt High God, 
and worms of the Duſt requires; and a proof of 
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* our attending our Duty around His Throne, thus 
135 to bow down and worſhip at His Footſtool. BF 
5 . FINALLN; 
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FINALLY; The Conſideration of our being 


accountable to God as our Fudge beſpeaks it of us, 


to Bleſs the Name of the Lord. For here we 
are in a ſtate of Probation and Diſcipline; and 
the great deſign of all Gods dealings with us are 
anſwerable hereto; that by Mercies on the one 
hand, and Chaſtiſements on the other, we might 


have our minds enlarged in the knowlege of God, 


and all the Faculties and Powers conformed to 
this knowlege in a practical Service Obedience 
and Submiſſion to Him: and ſince we muſt at 
laſt be accountable to Him, how we have be- 
taved our ſelves in this ſtate of Probation; what + 
Improvement we have made of His Providences 
towards us; what returns of graticude we have 
render'd Him for His many favours ; what Im 
preſſions His Chaſtiſements have had upon us 


what has been our Deportment under His Holy 


Hand ; and how far a Life of Holineſs and the 
Temper of Obedient Subjects has been produced ' 
nereby; it concerns us as ever we would give up 
cur Account to Him with Joy and not with 
Grief, that we thus Bleſs the Lord with our Souls 
and all that is within us. a 
BUT when we conſider God as thus related to 
us, according to the Tenor of the New Cove- 
nant in and thro' Chriſt Jeſus as the Head and 
Mediator thereof; that He is not only ourJudge, : 
but our Beſt Friend; not only our Lord and 
King, but our tender-hearted indulgent Father; 
Our God, peculiarly ſo, and as well our Bleſſed 
and Everlaſting Portion and Inheritance; what 
an abundant Ground is this; as for our Thanks- 
giving, fo for the Joy of our Faith in Tribula- 
TE tion, 
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32 The Nature & Manner 
tion, and our patient ſubmiſſion to the Divine 
Hand, which always treats us under the Influence 
of this Covenant Relation. Praiſe ye the Lord, 
Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul; while I live will I 
Praiſe the Lord, I will ſing Praiſes unto my God while 
T have any Being; for Happy is he that hath the 
God of Facob for his help, whoſe hope is in the Lord 
bis God, Plal. CXLVI. r, 2, f. 


SO come to the Third and Laſt thing propo- 
ſed, viz. | 7 
III. TO ſet before you after what manner we 
are to Bleſs the Name of the Lord. And here, 
$4 1. WE muſt Bleſs the Lord with our Souls; 
That is to ſay, It muſt be a Sacrifice offered in 
fs Truth and Sincerity ; otherwiſe it will prove 
offenſive like a corrupt thing, lame and heartleſs. 
"Tis a Spiritual Service we are called to attend 
upon, and therefore our Spirits muſt be engaged 
in it- Merely to talk great things of the Ma- 
jeſty, Power and Glory of God, and ſpeak of 
His Goodneſs and Bounty tous; or to hang down 
our Heads like a Bulruſh, and grown under the 
weighr of His Hand, while our Souls are not du- 
ly impreſſed with a ſenſe of God in all, and fil- 
ied with Praiſe or Adoration ; all ſuch Calvesof 
our Lips will prove but an unacceptable Sacrr 
fice, and the Noiſe we make be an ungrateful 
found : but if our Souls give Praiſe, with an E- 
{fared Joy in the Lord, and Thankfulneſs to Him, 
or groan out the broken Accents of a deep Sub- 
miſſion and Humiliation; this is an agreeable 


- 5 * - * LIENS 
: y w 3 * * n * — n 
rer e SEG; on, - 3. ol 
: . : P — 2 
1 ww * 7 4 = 12 
. : PE a < 0 * - ** 1 * a” 
neg — be 33, l * x 71 * ** 
* 


. ˙·¹ OPT OW: 


= 
by % 
i 
7 
* 
fo 
-* 
1.4 
14 
Oy 
* 
- 
1 
« "> 
18 
4 


» * 24 4 . „ 
* cre V 1 . . . on "I 


9 » 288 © 
__—_ xt 


af i + 
ard r 
* 


*\. | 


: 4 . 8 
WARE 75; 3 2% 


* 8 gr r 


=O 2A ee 
K 


way © 
* 


n 


Lern 


by ab bo „ us * 
%48.-4 „ 3 . 5 
. W 2 * 
W yg "+ 4 
TL rm named Bo EEE. ACT 
— * 1 „ 1 
CE 
* = * 


- "WY 122 1 6; 
©47""VY. 


Harmony in the Ears of the Lord, and the bro- 
gen and contrite Spicit which He will not deſpiſe, 
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of Mans Bleſing GOD. 33 
"Tis not to Bleſs the Lord, if our Souls are not 
engaged herein; which indeed only are capable 
of ſo high a Duty, the Body being but the In- 
ſtrument, as the Mouth the Organ, it uſes to 
Bleſs God with. So ſang the Pſalmiſt, Pfal. 
I. VII. 7,8. My heart is fixed, O God, my heart 1 
fixed ; I will Sing and pive Praiſe; awake up my 
Glory, awake Pſaltery and Hard ; I my ſelf will a- 
wake early. When the Heart is awake, engaged 
in this Duty, and fixed with a ſteady Hope and 
Truſt in God, then ſhall we indeed Sing and 
give Praiſe, tho' it be a Night of Darkneſs with 
us. Our Souls muſt be inſpired by the Divine 


Spirit; there the Fire of Love and Zeal, Ad- 


miration and Reſignation muſt be enkindled, and 
burn with fervent Aſpirations to God, conſider- 
ed in His Eſſential Glories, His Communicative 
Goodneſs, and in all His relative Propernes. 
While Grace Enlightens and Warms the Soul; 
and at the ſame time Humbles and Abaſes it, in 
a ſenſe of the Divine Excellency, and our own 
nothingneſs ; then ſhall we be as high ſounding 
Cymbals, tuning forth Bleſſing, Honour, Glory 
and Power be unto the Lord our God. 

2. WE muſt Bleſs the Lord with all that s 
hin . All our Faculties and Powers, all with- 
in our reach and diſpoſal ſhould be employed in 
this grateful Service. 6 

EVERY Faculty of our Souls is to ſtrike up 
their pleaſant Notes : Our intellectual minds be 
raviſned with the Luſtre and Brightneſs of the 
Divine Incomprehenſible Glories, the Majeſt 
and Sweetneſs of His Nature, the Extenſivene 
of His Goodneſs, and the 

'S 


34 The Nature & Manner 


His Dominion: Our Wills chearfully harmonize 
with the Divine Will, by an intire Reſignation 
of our ſelves and our Intereſt thereto; highly ap- 
proving it as the Bleſſed and only meaſure of 
- our Happineſs, and the means leading to it; and 
- readily obeying and ſubmitting to it with a ge- 
nuine alacrity; our Affections raiſed and aſpiring, 
burning like Seraphs, with a Zeal for the Glory 
_of God, intirely centring, and ſweetly delighting 
in Him; and void of all boiſterous fretfulneſs, or 
ſullen murmurs, with a ſedate Truſt, and a gen- 
: tle Hope patiently bear the Indignation of the 
- Lord, and quietly wait for His Salvation. 
AND while we Behold the Inviſible things of 
God, clearly manifeſt by the Viſible things of 
the Creation; while we hear of the Glory of 
His Kingdom „& the Might of His terrible Acts; 
- while we taſte that the Lord is Good and Graci- 
© ous ; or feel the weight of His Hand; our Souls 
Should make uſe of our Bodi'y Powers, as Inſtru- 
ments, in celebrating the Praiſes, and adoring the 
Majeſty! of our God. Thus no part of Man 
ſhould be dumb and filent, ſtupid and unactive; 
but with all that is wichin us ſhould we Bleſs the 
Name of the Lord. . 
S800 ſhould we Bleſs God with all that is witu- 
in our reach and power; offering to Him not 
only the Sacrifice of our Bodies and Spirits, as a 
living Service; but Sacrificing all our Intereſts 
and Enjeyments to the Lord, as one whole 
- Burnt-Offering, and a reaſonable Service; ho- 
nouring the Lord with our Subſtance, abounding 
in Works of Piety & Charity; and reſigning up 
dur moſt valuable Friends and Relations, whenſo- 
- ever He ſees meet to call for them. 3.10 
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of Man's Bleſing GOD. 35 
3. TO add no more; There muſt be a Spirit 8 
of Holineſs, Devotion, and Religion in all our 


No Attempts to Bleſs the Name of the Lord: elſe 

of we ſhall but Bleſs our ſelves in our Hearts, and 

id Flatter our ſelves inour own Eyes, and cry Peace, 

e Peace, when there is none. Tis the Holy Name 

g, of God we are to Bleſs; and ſurely then it muſt | 

y be performed in 'a Holy and Religious manner. | 

o Vain minds may think it enough to Bleſs God, 

or by rejoycing with a carnal mirth and jollity over | 

1. © their Good Chear, without a devour thought of | 

e FF the God that beſtows it upon them; or pleaſe | 
Y themſelves with their noiſy Sports, as tho' Re- | 

of velling were a Sacrifice fit for a God; or ſay in ( 

of ga frothy vein God be thanked, and Bleſſed be | 

of MW God, it is ſo and ſo with me. But we have not | 

5 fo learned the Nature of God and His Worſhip, 1 

© as to prophane His Name, and think it a ſuita- | 

ls ble way of Bleſſing Him. His Name is Holy, ſo 

u- WM that the Object of Praiſe, Thanksgiving and A- i 

he WM doration is Holy; and ſo ſhould the Subjects be | 

an | too, Holy Hearts; and it muſt be performed jt 

; in a Devout and Religious manner; otherwiſe [| 

he there will be no proportion between the Nature il 

of that God we pretend to Bleſs, and the nature | 

'- of the Offering we preſent to Him. Tis from | 

ot religious Principles, that we are to Celebrate the 

E Perfections of the Deity ; from a religious ſenſe 

its of the Divine Bounty and Goodneſs, that we re- 

ole turn our humble and hearty Thanksgiving to 

10- Him ; and from a religious awe and reverence, 


no WM that we are to Adore before Him. So the Holy | 
up Angels Bleſs God, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord | 
ſo- God of Hoſts, the whole Earth u full of thy Ger, 
0 5 Iſai. 
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Iſai. VI. 3. And in like Holy manner ſhould th 
Saints on Earth Eccho back, Holy, Holy, Help 
z the Lord God Almighty ; — thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power, for 
thou haſt created all things; and for thy pleaſure they 
are and were created, Rev. IV. 8, 11. Thus God 
ſhould be ſeen, acknowledged, and adored in all 
that we have, and in all that befalls us; and 
while this Duty is thus carefully attended by us, 
then do we Bleſs the Lord with our Souls, and 
ail that is within us, Bleſs His Holy Name. 


4 THUS I have endeavoured to ſet before 
you the preſent Duty of this Day; and recon- 
cile your deep Humiliation, with the Publick Joy- 
ful Thanksgiving which you are called to attend. 
And if in my Attempts to lead you in the Songs 
of Zion, you eafily perceive my imperfect 
Speech, and faultring Accents; you will as rea- 
ily conceive, my Harp, with yours, as hanging 
upon the Willows. 1 ; 


SURE I am, when 1 meditate the Sudden 
Departure of my Reverend and Beloved Brother, 
Mr. GEORGE CURWIN, I cannot but be 
ſenſibly affected with it, as an awful and great 
frown of Providence in depriving me of thoſe 

advantages I propoſed to my ſelf, from his Friend- 
ſhip as a Brother, and his wiſe Counſel as a Fa- 
ther: and I doubt not but a ſenſe of your Loſs | 
of ſo valuable Bleſſing, as you have enjoyed in 
him, ſits heavy upon you in this Day of your 
Joyful Solemnities. . 

YOU all know, that tho' the pleaſure of _ 
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ven ſpared him but a few Years in his Relation to 
you, yet he grew Old in your Service, wearing 
himſelf out with hard and conſtant Labour a- 
mong you. 15 | 

HE ſeemed to have been peculiarly formed from 
his Youth, for the great and noble Deſign, he af- 
ter wards ſpent a ſhortand Laborious Life in. 


THE Spirit of Early Devotion, accompanied 
with a natural freedom of Thought, and eaſy 


Elocution, a quick Invention, a ſolid Judgment, 


and a tenacious Memory, laid the Foundations of 
a Good Preacher; to which his Acquired Lite- 
rature, his great Reading, hard Studies, deep Me- 
ditation, and cloſe Walk with God, rendred him 
an Able, and a Faithful Miniſter of the New- 
Teſtament. | 

AND, for the Three Years and an Half that 
he bore the Relation of your Paſtor, you know, 


and are Witneſſes, how Holy, and Unblameably 
he hatch walked before you; how fervent, and 


— 


ecalous his Addreſſes have been to you; how 
ſincerely, and with what Agony of Soul, he has 
been wooing you unto an Eſpouſal with the Son 


of God. 


YOU know how Faithful he has been in diſ- 
pencing his Admonitions, Reproofs, Rebukes, and 
Exhortations, equally to the High, and the Low, 
without reſpect to Perſons 3 and as faithful in 
his true concern and tender regards, in his un- 
wearied Care anc. Labours, for the Salvation of 


the Immortal Souls of the Pooreſt, as well as the 
Richeſt of his Flock. . 


F 2 NOR. 


38 The Nature & Manner 
NN are you Ignorant of his Charities, which 
were equal to his Patrimony, and his enlarged 
Mind, which contemned Earthly things; tho 
they have been ſo prudently diſpenced as to be 
1 beſt known unto thoſe who ſat under his Sha- 
dow, rejoycing in his fruit; and now mourn 
. him as their common Parent and Benefactor. 
HIS great Humanity, added to thoſe other 
Embelliſhments of Nature and of Grace, rendred 
him Pleaſant and agrecable to all Men; but the 
Delight of them that knew him : and peculiarly 
ſo to my Venerable Aged Father, (the Reverend 
Mr. NICHOLAS NOYES, ) who rejoyced 
| in this his Colleague, as in a Son Begotten in the 
. Lord; and had the pleaſing proſpect of leaving 
. his Charge in the hands of fo Skilful and Faich- 
| ful a Succeſſor : but now mourns wich you his | 
Loſs, and is ready to ſay, O my Son, my Son ; 
would God, I had dyed for thee ; my Son, my M 
Son- 8 


AND, as one would expect of ſuch a Perfect 
and Upright Man, he Dyed in Peace; unleſs in | 
the Deliriums of his Diſtemper ; in the midſt of 
which, and I think in one of che laſt Firs of it, he 
ſtill manifeſted the intenſeneſs of his mind upon 
his Maſters Work, and his great Concern for you, 
imagining himſelf to have been in the Pulpit, and 
ſo in a manner Dyed Preaching ; and is gone to 
keep a better Thanksgiving than he could have 
done on Earth. 
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„ I Whom the awful Providence of God removed to a better 
3 World, Decemb. 13750 following, haying juſt finiſhed the 
Eq 725 Year of his Age. | f 

THERE 


ES Man s lefing GOD. 5 38 =o 
THERE is ſomething in the Time of his 
Death, beſides its being in the midſt of his Days, 1 
peculiarly Afflicting; viz. that it takes you un- 
der the Diſadvantage of your Aged Paſtors very 7} 
great Bodily Pains and Weakneſſes, and when a 
Number of you are propoſing to ſwarm- your 
ſelves into an other ſeparate Congregation. 


BRETHREN; Let this awful Rebuke of Pro- 
vidence upon you, in removing ſo bright and 
ſhining a Light from among you, and at ſuch a 
Time as this, be duly reſented by a deep Hu- 
miliation before the Lord, from a humbling ſenſe 
of His Holy Hand lying heavy upon you herein. 

SERIOUSLY conſider how far your own un- 
profitableneſs, while you walked in his Light,may 

have provoked God to ſhut you up in ſo much 
Darkneſs, by entinguiſhing ſo great a Luminary. 


AND now joyn with united Hearts & Hands, 
however you may have your ſeparate Places for 
Publick Worſhip, in helping forward the Great 
Work, which his Heart was ſo much ſet upon, 
of Building up the Kingdom of God among you. 


LET Your Aged Paſtor, now the Works falls 
the heavier upon him, with the Additional weight 
of his own Pains and Sorrows have the greater 

ſhare in your intire Affections, and your dutiful 
Veneration, and Submiſſion to his Counſels and 
Exhortations; that the few remainders of his 
weary Pilgrimage may be rendred Comfortable _} 
to him, in ſeeing the more of his Children walk- "7 


in the Truth, and becoming a Crown of Re- 
joycing to him. 
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PRAISE God who furniſhed him ' wich ſuch 
Bright Characters of His own Image; Give 
thanks to God that you have enjoyed fo rich a 
Gift from Our Aſcended Saviour; and now chat 
he is taken away from you, ſilently and humbly 
Adore the Divine Government and Dominion; 
ſeek and rely upon His Fatherly Pity and Com- 
paſſion to furniſh and beſtow upon you ſuch an 
other Perfect Gift from Above. 


LE not your heavy Loſs interrupt your ſenſe 
of the many Bleflings you enjoy, and ſuch as 
this Day calls for your thankful Acknowleg- 
ments, particularly in the ſpared Life of your 
Aged Paſtor ; and earneſtly Beg of God to Con- 
tinue and Strengthen him, that he may flouriſh | 
in the Houſe of his God. F. 
IIS will be to Glorify God in the Fire, and 

to Bleſs che Name of the Lord, when He takes 
away, as well as when He gives. 
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AND now, what Supports have the Aged and 
- Honourable and Bereaved Parents from th. Con- 
ſideration, that This their Son, Born from A- 
bove, after a Labourious Endeavour to aſſiſt them, 
and an unfainting Struggle to help others in their 
Journey to the Better World, has but juſt got the 
ſtart of them, and reached his Native Home be- 
fore them; where within a very little while, they 
R will meet again, never more to be parted ; and W 
EB: =  Jjoyn in Conſort with him in Songs of Praiſe 
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bn and Adoration; X 


Sigh to break in upon the 1 armony. 


the Rules of he Goſpel. And becauſe God, who 


W is che God of the Living, and not of the Dead, * 
they may be affured that ſince Chriſt his Head =. 


| | his Example, wherein he followed Chriſt ; that _ 


| rarious Changes which paſs oyer us in a vals, 4 : 


1 of "Ws 1 


Without the] 
their mournful Weeds, or 1o much as a 


MAY the . Relict and Ws on 


spring inherit a plentiful return from the vaſt ” Þ 
Stock of Prayers, which have been laid out or 
| them, and have a * Portion of his Spirit 


reſting upon them; may She find her Maker — x 
to be her-Husband. and God to be their Father; 


and in the midſt of their Sorrows be enabled to 
rejoyce in the Lord, and joy in the God of their 


Salvation. FI 5 -4 
SHOULD an Angel from Hawvea audibly 13 
declare the Happy State their Deceaſed Son ny E 

Ausbanqd is entred into the poſſeſſion of, it would 


n be ſuch ground of Comfort as the review of 
his paſt Life ſpent in fo near 'a Conformity to 


is the God of . of Iſaac, and of Jacob, 


Lives, he Lives alſo, and his Sleeping DuſtAhalt 
partake of a Glorious Reſurrection. Awake and | * 
Sing, ye that dwell in the Duſt; thy Dead Men ſhall =: 
live, together with m dead Body ſhall they ariſe, — + 
Hai. XXVI. 19. W efore Comfort one . 1 
other with theſe Woll 1 


10 Concludd may we all be lead to toe 


our whole Life may be one continued Strain a. 
Blefling the Holy Name of the Lord, under t 
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